THE patient, who was under the care of Dr. C. H. Thomas, was a boy aged 5 years. He was operated upon for acute abdominal pain and collapse. On opening the abdomen a white cyst was found growing from one side of the mesentery. The cyst contained 15 oz. of fluid. The cyst was hastily emptied, the greater part of it removed, and the abdomen closed. Any elaborate operation was out of the question owing to the extreme collapse. The patient did not rally, but died twelve hours after the operation.
A post-mortem examination revealed a volvulus of the small intestines. The mesentery contained numerous enlarged lymphatic glands. The volvulus was caused probably by a rotation of the cyst, the mesentery being twisted at the same time. The mesentery, being thick and rigid on account of the enlarged glands, neither adapted itself to its new position nor became untwisted. The fluid from the cyst proved to be pure chyle, without any admixture of pus or other cellular elements.
Microscopical examination of an enlarged gland from the mesentery yielded no information on account of putrefactive changes. There were enlarged glands in the transverse mesocolon as well as in the mesentery.
